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ST. MARY’S
Episcopal Church

W elcome to the 2010 -2011 Calendar
issue of Fishtales. The center of the
newsletter is a calendar of events for the en-

tire program year, September through June.
And, in addition there are brief descriptions

of many of our significant activities. We hope
this is a useful tool for you in planning your
year. Thank-you to everyone who submitted

materials and schedule dates.

Blessings: Rex, LeeAnne, Mia, and Bjorn

God playséin the gard
we could let go of our obsessions with what
we think is the meaning of it all, we might
be able to hear God's call and follow God in
God's mysterious, cosmic dance. "We do not
have to go very far to catch echoes of that
dancing. When we are alone on a starlit
night; when by chance we see the migrating
birds in autumn descending on a grove of
junipers to rest and eat; when we see chil-
dren in a moment when they are really chil-
dren; when we know love in our own hearts;
or when, like the Japanese poet Basho we
hear an old frog land in a quiet pond with a
solitary splash --- 6

Thomas Merton
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New Service Hours
Beginning Sunday September 12th
Rally Sunday
New service times will be:
7:45 Traditional Service
9:00 New Service
9:45 to 10:45 Sunday School

10:30 Traditional Service

Forms food and fun: Wednesday September
f gthf 6°08.1 | Thi8 collatbratile eventflis mandatory
fun and important information session for parents of

children, tweeners and youth.  First, it is a chance to

mingle with one another after a nice summer

break. Second, it is a chance to sign registration
forms, hear about the plans for the church year and all
of the excitement in store. Finally it is an opportunity
to receive updated Safe Church training and important
information about Facebook -- the new means of commu-
nication. It is really your one stop shop for the church
year and something not to be missed. @ We need you
there so you have all the information up front! Plus--

did | mention there is food? FOOD!

Wednesday September 8th: 6:00 PM
Mia and Rex
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Lay Ministry Party September 9

Calling all ushers and greeters and chalice bearers and
readers and vergers and intercessory & come to church
this night. Paulette Briese and Tom Brown will bribe
you with good food and review the different roles
needed for Sunday morning liturgies. Come to this
even if you are an old hand at lay ministry & there are
some new twists and turns we really need you to know.

Rally Day Picnic September 12

After the 10:30 service we will fire up those grills for
the iconic summer burgers and hot dogs. Bring a dish
to share.

Episcopal Homes Event September 12

Bring the kids and join the elders at Cooke Household
for a rousing game of B -1 -N-G-O. Begins at 12:45.

Volunteer Fair September 19

Wander around to chat with people about different
ways you can get involved and make friends at St
Mar yo6s. This Sunday is th
cate our interest in everything from being a reader in
church to sharing our handiness with a table saw to
fixing computers to picking up bread for the food
shelf to teaching a class. Plus some of the tables
mi ght offer you Her sheyds

Under the Hills Lunch Bunch

Hey all you young adults (the definition of young adult
is intentionally vague 0 if you think you are a young
adult, you are!)! Every first Sunday of the month the
young adults of St Mar yo6s
lunch. Friends are always welcome! First gathering is
October 3.

Ladies Who Lunch

Twice a year the matriarchs gather to be fed a
scrumptious meal by their
to socialize.
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New Couples Dinners

Every second Monday couples who have been together
roughly 3 years or less will gather in different peo-
pl eds homes for a potluck
food and hanging out with cool people, each month
there will be a specific topic to be discussed  d money,
sex, household chores, in -laws, etc. Of course both
same sex and straight couples of any age are wel-
come. The first one will be hosted by Josh and Laura
Beran. Both Revs. LeeAnne Watkins and Debbie
Brown will be at this first gathering to help set some
norms and expectations and facilitate choosing what-
ever structure would be helpful to couples still in the
springtime of their relationships. First gathering at
the Berans on the 13th of September.

di ni

Adult Bible Study
(EFM)

0 Education for Ministry

This group of 12 people or less gather each Monday
night to discuss their weekds
scripture or church tradition. They also use experi-

ences from daily life and reflect on them theologi-

cally. The result is a tight knit group of friends.

George Green is the mentor, and new members can

ifinip eary Sepiemben ndi -

where we i

Holy Golf

Like to gol f? Great !
ao?feerssaliké gather ‘'each 2 " Tuesday for dinner af-
terward in someoneds house.
welcome.

New Member Parties and Welcome Sundays

i eyeralgfiges @ yeargve hrgw g pary fag fhese ip-q ¢
terested in becoming members
who recently have taken that
meet old -timers and other newbies, and be formally
welcomed by the congregation.

rector. ltds a Il ovely time
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I we blessed them and sent them into the world
his coming Lent on the first 3 Wednesday eve-

nings from 6:30 pm until 8 pm Kathy Carlson invites
you to examine the growing phenomenon of Celtic
Christianity in our time.

She is a member of two Celtic lay monastic orders:
CAIM at Ascension in Stillwater and The Community of
Aidan and Hilda, now meeting at St. Clement's in St.
Paul. Kathy has read and studied extensively on the
subject and is practicing daily the rules of her orders.

In addition 2 guest speakers will be presenting:

1. The Rev. Jerry Doherty, PhD, retired Episcopal
priest who founded the CAIM lay monastic order at
Ascension in Stillwater, and who's book: "A Celtic
Model of Ministry; The Reawakening of Community
Spirituality” is a powerful examination of the history,
beliefs and practices of the Celts in the British
Isles and how their communities which began in
the 5th century are inspiring us now to embrace the
idea of community as a way to God.

2. John Paul Martin, retired Anglican priest now living
in Cannon Falls, Minnesota who is a member of the
Community of Aidan and Hilda, an international Lay Mo-
nastic Community based on the Island of Lindisfarne,
England. Paul is one of the "bigwigs" in the Order here
in America and will bring his kind, warm self to St.
Mary's to tell us about the beliefs and current prac-
tices of Celtic orders which are growing  now.

This class is free and attendees will receive handouts
and a reading list for further study.

Episcopal Homes Art Affair 2010!
Saturday, October 2, 10:00 065:00 Sunday, October 3,12:00 0 5:00.

Youdre invited to see the work of many -gpaiatihgs,tpotteryl and someC
photography. I f you find a piece you canot resist, a portio
housing and services that Episcopal Homes provides. Come browse, and invite your friends to join
you! Where: Our campus in the Midway at 1840 University Avenue West, Saint Paul (University and Fairview
Avenues) in Cornelia House and Coventry Chapel. Visit our website at www.episcopalhomes.org for additional in-
formation and a directional map, or call 651 -632-8855. See you at the Affair!
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2" Quarter Financial Report

Little by Iittle, we are i
thought it would be helpful for you to see where we are as of
the end of June this year, versus last year at the same time.

Comparison June 2010 June 2009
Income

Budget 150,889 171,346
Actual 150,638 141,429
Deviation -251 -29,917
Pledges

Budget 95,593 120,619
Actual 97,909 90,719
Deviation +2316 -29,900
Expenses

Budget 152,914 182,273
Actual 140,626 167,984
Deviation -12,288 -14,289
Bottom Line

Budget -2,205 -10,926
Actual +891 -26,555
Deviation +1134 15,629 worse

As you can see, we are leaner on our expenses by about $27,000
and so far we are more current in our pledging by about $7,000.

Al | in all, a better picture

Ken Campbell  Finance Chair

mpr o v|i

t

Finance Meetings
RE tohe fuaapsées waf i

about all our finances. At any time anyone
is welcome to see our budget, ask ques-
tions, or toss in opinions about how we
could be good stewards of our financial re-
sources. I f youodr e
ways welcome to speak with our vestry rep-
resentative for finance, Ken Campbell, or
attend one of the monthly finance meet-
ings.

The Finance committee meets on the 3rd
Tuesday at 6:00 PM.

0She had only to st
to put her hand on a little  crab tree and
look up at the apples, to make you feel
the goodness of planting and tending
and harvesting at last."

- Willa Cather

(o]

Oct 10 Fall Church Clean -up

Many hands make | ight wor k!
ing windows, landscaping, painting, organizing, and other
smal | tasks to keep our <chuyr

There is something for everyone to do, no matter what
age you ar e, p | udsreallylt This year wé ¢ t
have a special emphasis on strengthening the bond be-
tween godparents and godchildren by having them do
projects together.
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0 wait open-endedly is an

enormously radical attitude toward
life. So is to trust that something will
happen to us that is far beyond our
imaginings. So, too, is giving up control
over our future and letting God define

duelife? trukting thalt Gednkold¥ asuac-S't |.

cording to God's love and not according
to our fear. The spiritual life is a life in

which we wait, actively present to the
moment, trusting that new things will

beyond our own imagination, fantasy, or
predietion. Thaty indegds ig & N&jy radi- 5 s
cal stance toward life in a world preoc-
fcupfed with control.

Henri Nouwen
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Brian McLaren, Ana Hernandez to headline workshops across the Twin Cities

September 21 - 22

LeeAnne is very excited about odanrdhas highhgpesithataliwhd lgve rhusic, anGall. Ma r
who harbor ©6out thered theological thoughts wil/l make it
relevant to the additions of our third service.

Join internationally -recognized author and speaker Brian McLaren and renowned composer, arranger, and per-
former Ana Hernandez in a series of intimate workshops focused on renewing the Spirit of the Episcopal Church

in Minnesota. Titled "There is in Her a Spirit," these conversations are designed to inspire and enliven conversa-
tion, song, prayer and spirit. All events are free and open to everyone.

Tuesday, September 21

9:00 am: morning conversation with Brian McLaren at St. Mary's, St. Paul
12:30 pm: afternoon conversation with Brian McLaren at St. Clement's, St. Paul
2:00 pm: afternoon workshop with Ana Hernandez at St. Mary's, St. Paul
7:00 pm: evening workshop and hymn sing with Ana Hernandez, Breck School

Wednesday, September 22

9:00 am: morning conversation with Brian McLaren at location to be announced
11:00 am: morning workshop with Ana Hernandez at location to be announced
12:30 pm: afternoon conversation with Brian McLaren at Gethsemane, Minneapolis
7:00 pm: evening conversation with Brian McLaren at Breck School

Submit your blog posts now Qn preparation for "There is in Her a Spirit", Episcopalians throughout
Minnesota are invited to submit blog posts based on their reflections on the passages in Wisdom 7:22 -
23. Posts can be prose, poetry, photography, drawings...anything that is inspired by this beautiful pas-

sage from Wisdom. Visit the website and submit posts to hews@episcopalmn.org.

Heretics Group

. Where else would you expect to find deep theologi-
So you think you have crazy, > y P P g

out-of -the -norm ideas about
God? You might be sur-
prised! Join this inherently
theologically rebellious group
for challenging discussion on
any number of things related
to church, or scripture, or
theology.

cal conversations of faith, spirituality, and tough
guestions but in a pub? Join us monthly, third Tues-
days at O6Garads on Snellfling ¢
move through a wide selection of topics and always
have a good time, not to mention a good pint, or two.

For more information contact The Reverend Rex
McKee at rex.mckee@gmail.com.

Blessings and Cheers!
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refl ectionseé.

T o enrich the earth | have sowed clover and

grass to grow and die. | have plowed in the

seeds of winter grains and various legumes,

their growth to be plowed in to enrich the earth.

| have stirred into the ground the offal

and the decay of the growth of past seasons

and so mended the earth

and made its yield increase.

All this serves the dark. Against the shadow

of veiled possibility my workdays stand

in a most asking light. | am slowly falling

into the fund of things. And yet to serve the

earth, not knowing what | serve, gives a wideness

and a delight to the air, and my days do not

wholly pass. It is the mind's service, for when

the will fails so do the hands and one lives at the

expense of life.

After death, willing or not, the body serves,

entering the earth. And so what was heaviest

and most mute is at last raised up into song.
Wendell Berry

Dave Eggers is one of my favorite contemporary
writers, he has mastered the art of sharing the
public narrative of others in a pro-
found and captivating manner. Zei-
toun is the true story of Abdulrah-
man Zeitoun, a successful Syrian -

born painting contractor, who lives

DAVE EGGERS

in New Orleans and made the deci-
sion to stay during the Katrina Hurricane to pro-
tect his home. Immediately after the hurricane
he paddles around town saving many of his
neighbors, cats and dogs, but when a national
guard member arrest him for allegedly being a
member of Al Qaeda his life changes dramati-
cally. This is a narrative of the issues of race,
culture, and the failure of government in the
light of the heroism of one faithful man. | highly
i t é What isAthedVbat r e 3
Rex

recommend

also by Eggers.

FREEDOM TO MARRY RALLY
By Kris Hennelly

Today for the first time in my life, | went to a LGBT rally

at the Capitol. | have been a supporter of Gay Rights for
many years however this day | showed up. One of my fa-
vorite moments was walking across the lawn of the Capitol

Buil ding, Ciaran in tow, and
with Marriaged signs to the
wal ked to the signs that sai
towards the rainbow flags and rainbow umbrellas. It felt

good to choose where | stood and what | stood for.

At the rally, most people from both sides were pleasant and
quietly holding signs. There were however some disturbing
signs. It is hard to find the right words to describe how
those signs made me feel é |
heart. To say the least, the signs represented hate. | ac-
tually felt sad for those people who carry around such hate.
It is burdensome and heavy. It raises its angry head from
time to time and lashes out. It is a beast of its own and

sad to see.

I n many ways, this i1issue see
and people should marry who they love. And when you find
|l oveé Love fully, |l ove hones{
Goshé that is so hard to dolf

twelve years and constantly challenge myself to love more
fully, openly and lovingly. | come up short all the time. Can
you imagine if we all focused on loving more fully rather
than focusing on who we should love?

Well | stood on the Capitol Campus and | listened. The out-
door campus was the rally for the National Organization for
Marriage (NOM). Then there was another rally, those for
Freedom to Marry that took place in the Capitol Rotunda. |
was happy to go inside. Here there were musicians and
speakers who all talked about love. They talked about our
children and our ancestors. They talked about justice, fair-
ness and love. It was beautiful and | felt grateful to have
shown up, on this day and at this time. | was in good com-
pany. Not just with the other hundred people in attendance
but also with Susanne Powers, Sarah Turnbull, Laura Beran,
Paul ette Briese, LeeAnne
friend, Mi chel l e, from St .
Ciaran, my son, his first rally and not his last. Thank you all
for coming out. Thank you for your advocacy and your
peaceful stand for love and justice.

Kris

Wa t

J

kin
h me s
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